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understand and to get on peaceably with the people whose
country they colonized (especially countries with a more
ancient civilization like India and Egypt, and even Ireland),
but it was useful for holding together an empire whose parts
were scattered all over the world.

Then, they were keen traders. They did not wait fcr
their Government to arrange things for them, or to be told
to set out on trading or colonizing expeditions. In most
cases, places which have now become parts of the British
Empire were not deliberately conquered by the British
Government. Britishers visited them as private citizens
and traders, first; then they built trading-stations and settled
there. The British Government only took charge later, as
in the cases of India, Canada and South Africa.

Thirdly, they were keen seamen and built swift ships for
trading and for keeping contact with their various colonies
all over the world. The ocean, instead of separating them
from their friends overseas, was the means of uniting them.
By having a strong navy they were able to defend their
empire and to keep rival nations from interfering, how-
ever strong they might be (like Napoleon) on the land.
Whenever they lost control of the sea, as for a short time
during the revolt of the American colonists, we can see how
disastrous it was to them.

Lastly, they were very inventive, and were determined
to find ways to overcome whatever obstacles came in
their way. It was a different kind of inventiveness from
that of some of the continental peoples. The British generally
muddle along in the ways they are accustomed to, as long
as they can, for they are a rather conservative people: they
do not like to change their ways. Then, when things become
really troublesome, they try to find out some way of modi-
fying them through what is called a * compromise*.1 This
meant not destroying the old things completely aud making
entirely new ones (as the French did in their Revolution,
and the Russians have done, recently), but trying to make

1 Pronounced '